s:
S :
L

|

\ L

R

it <

) Edls;o River Basin Plan 26 _cuﬁve _Final.indd 1




t to Know About Th|§.PIang'
ty o_t the Plan

'&S"-"'\

pose ahd Utlll

™ y
E -?‘ P'r'_. ; v '_-_.' k 1 .\

ﬁ :
E_S 2 Over‘\'uew of the Plannmg Process 6

2k

L DE ,. fES 30verV|ew of the Edieto Basm__ 5

ES 4Water Avallablllty Supply and Demand"' 10: f ,.ﬁ...,,_'_ «*

- & "_._ : J!'-._ " f ! . . % )
; P P o o N, \ Surface WaterSummary 3 ;‘C‘:,f" Wi

& : s t

it (AR e

BT i a | 3 - Groundwater Summary | 408 °
| Water Demand Summary

Water Availability Summary
ES-5 Water Management Strategies Evaluated | 19

ES-6 Recommendations | 20

Recommended Water Management Strategies

Drought Response Recommendations

Policy, Legislative, Regulatory, Technical, and
Planning Process Recommendations g

ES-7 Edisto River Basin Plan Implementation | 28

Edisto River Basin Plan 2023_Executive Summary_Final.indd 2 5/3/2023 2:52:29 PM



()
\

The Edisto River Basin Plan is the result of years of preparation, work, and contributions from
numerous stakeholders with a vested interest in water management. The state began implementing
its vision for a comprehensive and actionable water plan in 2014 with the development of surface
water quantity models for each of the eight major river basins in the state. This was followed by the
update of a detailed groundwater model of the Coastal Plain Aquifer System and the development
of methodologies for projecting water demands for all water use sectors. This voluminous
preparatory work, grounded firmly in science, now provides or will provide River Basin Councils
(RBCs) in all eight basins with the technical information they need to understand water availability,
propose and test alternative management strategies, and make concerted recommendations to
water users, regulatory agencies, and state legislators on future management practices and policies
to manage and protect the resource.

This report constitutes the first of the eight basin plans, and is organized and supported by the work
of the State Water Planning Process Advisory Committee (PPAC). This committee participated in a
facilitated process to formulate a thorough, practical, and consistent process that is being applied

in the different river basins in South Carolina. Published in 2019, the South Carolina State Water
Planning Framework now serves as a comprehensive, uniform guide for the RBCs, each charged
with developing an understanding of the water resources in their respective basins; identifying

the gaps or risks related to current and future water uses; and developing recommended policies,
management practices, and legislative considerations “
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The Edisto RBC was the first of the eight RBCs to convene. As the Edisto River Basin Plan is
implemented, the Edisto RBC has a continuing responsibility unique to all other RBCs in the state:
In addition to continued engagement in Edisto River basin planning, implicit in the State Water Plan
update process is to lead by example, share lessons learned, and make suggestions to other RBCs
about the planning process and its implementation. This will require coordinated efforts on behalf
of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) and the Edisto RBC, and creative P
outreach to engage with colleagues across the state in other RBCs.

The river basin plans are the fourth of a five-step process to update the South Carolina State Water
Plan with actionable recommendations and priorities. Collectively, all eight plans will be combined
into the updated State Water Plan, which is why consistency in the planning process and types
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